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First Record of Potomotyphlus kaupii (Berthold, 1859)
(Gymnophiona: Typhlonectidae) for the state of Ronddnia, Brazil.
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Gomes? and Juliano Tupan Coragem *

Potomotyphlus kaupii (Berthold, 1859) is a species
found in the Amazon and Orinoco drainage systems, in
Brazil (states of Acre, Amapd, Amazonas, Goids, Para,
and Roraima) Colombia, Ecuador, French Guiana, Peru,
and Venezuela, but southern limit of its distribution is
poorly known (Marty et al., 2007; Frost, 2011; Maciel
and Hoogmoed, 2011).

On July 2009 during a field sampling at Santo
Antonio hydroelectric power plant, municipality of
Porto Velho, state of Rondonia, Brazil (S 08°48°27.6”
/ W 63°56’48.2” elevation 55m), three specimens of
Potomotyphlus kaupii (Fig. 1) were collected (two
adults and one juvenile) and housed in the Colecdo de
Referencia da Herpetofauna da Universidade Federal de
Rondénia (UFRO-H 000217-000219).

This record extends the distribution of P. kaupii to the
Madeira river (Fig. 2), being the first record for the state
of Rondonia (for detailed distribution see Maciel and
Hoogmoed, 2011).
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Figure 1. Potomotyphlus kaupii. Photo: Juliano Tupan
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Figure 2. Distribution map of Potomotyphlus kaupii: Triangles:records from South America; Red star: Type-locality; Black
Circles: Records in Brazil (see Maciel and Hoogmoed, 2011); Red circle: New record for the state of Rondonia, Brazil (this

study).
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